TOWN OF CONSTANTIA
TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION

July 21,

TOWN OF CONSTANTIA LOCAL LAWNO. D OF 2026
(“A Local Law To Repeal and Replace Local Liaw 3 of 2010 with
a New Dog Control Law ffor the Town of [Constantia™)

, who moved its

The following resolution was offere

adoption, seconded by Councilor

WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisioy

York; and
WHEREAS, Volume 6 N.Y.C.R.R.,(Segtiqn he Regulations relating to Article 8

of the New York State Environmental Consefvation Law of New York (SEQRA), requires that as

early as possible in the consideration of a prOpose action, an involved agency shall make a

determination whether a given action is subj c

WHEREAS, on June 16, 2026, the Town Board declared itself lead agency and determined

orementioned law; and

that the enactment of proposed Local Law No. D-2026 is an unlisted action and will have no



significant effect on the environment, issuing a negative declaration, thus concluding
environmental review under State Environmental Quality Review Act; and

WHEREAS, it is in the public interest @oposed Local Law No. D-2026.

NOW, THEREFORE, it is

RESOLVED that the Town Board of th?Town of Constantia, Oswego County, New York,

does hereby enact Proposed Local Law No. D{2¢26 as Locgl law No. -2026 as follows:

“TOWN OF-CONSTANTIA
LOCAL LAWNO 2026

A LOCAL LAW TO REPEAL A PLA _
WITH A NEW DOG CONTROL LA B/ THE TOWN OF CONSTANTIA

Law 3 of 2010 and to enact new regulations refated to the géntrol of dogs in the Town including
provisions related to the adoption of a fee schedule by the Town Board of the Town of Constantia.

SECTION 2. AUTHORITY

This Local Law is enacted pursuant_to the New Yjork State Constitution, New York
Municipal Home Rule Law §10 and Article 7 of the New York State Agriculture and Markets
Law.

SECTION 3. REPEAL OF LOCAL LA

Town of Constantia Local Law 3 of 2Q10 5 hefeby/repealed in its entirety and replaced

with the provisions and regulations set forth in t

SECTION 4. DOG CONTROL
vl donh

A. Purpose.

It is the purpose of this Local Law tq pt e health safety and general welfare of the
inhabitants of the Town of Constantia by redulating-the-aetiqns and behavior of dogs in the Town
of Constantia, New York, so as to afford consistes 2ction of the rights and privileges of dogs
or the owners thereof and the rights and privileges of other citizens in the Town of Constantia,
New York. This Local Law is enacted pursuant to Article 7 of the Agriculture and Markets Law



of the State of New York and is enacted for the purpose of supplementing the provisions contained
in said law.

B. Definitions.

Unless the context otherwise indicatey, te terms,\phyases and words used in this Local
Law shall have the same meaning as those de nTed in §108) of the Agriculture and Markets Law.
all have

As used in this Local Law, the following term sl e meanings indicated:

Accompanied by and under the cos
actively engaged in hunting dysi

actually used for such purposes or is
undergoing training to be used for f detecting controlled substances,
explosive, ignitable liquids, firearms, cadavers, or school or correctional facility
contraband.

DOG: Any member of the.species ca i

DOG CONTROL OFFICER: Any indjvidual app6inted by the Town of Constantia to
assist in the enforcement of this Local Law an icle 7 of the New York State Agriculture
and Markets Law or any authorized officer, 2 ployee of an incorporated humane
society or similar incorporated dog prpt Ciation under contract with the Town of
Constantia to assist in the enforcement aw.

GUIDE DOG: Any dog that is trained to aid a person who is blind and is actually used for
such purpose, or any dog owned by a rgcognized guide dog training center located with the
state during the period such dog is be ne or bred for such purpose.

HARBOR: To provide food or sheltar to any dog.




HEARING DOG: Any dog that is trained to aid a person with a hearing impairment and
is actually used for such purpose, or any dog owned by a recognized training center located
within the state during the period such dog is being trained or bred for such purpose.

IDENTIFICATION TAG: A tag whig h an official identification number, as

required by the provisions of this Local/L

IDENTIFIED DOG: Any dog carrying an identificatipn tag, as provided in Article 7 of
the Agriculture and Markets Law.

OFFICIAL IDENTIFICATION NUMBE serjes{or combination of letters, numbers
or symbols approved and furnished by fthe- onstantia.

OWNER: Any person who keeps, harbors, or is in lawful custody, of any dog.

OWNER OF RECORD: The person (in(whgse faiye ny dog was last licensed pursuant

license is issued on application of a perso
be deemed to be the parent or guardian gfsuch persqQn.

PERSON: Any individual, corporatiop, p\ agsociation or other organized group
of persons, municipality, or other legal en

: it a disability as that term is defined in
jrbored by any state or municipal police

department or any state or federal law agency, which has been trained to aid
law enforcement officers and is actually-beingusedfor police work.

WAR DOG: Any dog which has been honorably discharged from the United States armed

services.

WORKING SEARCH DOG: Any -@ i$ trained to aid in the search for missing
persons, is actually used for such purpose and is Jregistered with the Department of
Agriculture and Markets; provided, however, that such services are rendered by said dog
without charge or fee.




C.

Acts prohibited.

1.

It shall be unlawful for the owner of any dog to permit or allow it to run at large
within the Town of Constantia. The hat a dog is at large shall be presumptive
evidence that the owner permittgd or allowed\said dog to run at large in violation
of this Local Law.

Barking and other noise.

a. It shall be unlawful for the dog to permit or allow said dog to

easonable noise for a continuous

b. An owner shall be deeme ¢ceived notice under Subsection 2a.
herein when he or she hag-beenadwised by a Town official or any police or

c. Deposit waste (feces)lon pubhc propefty unless such waste is immediately
removed for suitable and proper disposal.

No owner shall keep or suffe t eft any animal which commits a nuisance in
a public highway, public building, public_park or on any private property except
with the consent of the ownex of the property/thereof.

No owner shall permit the premises, structure or enclosure in which such animal is
kept to be unclean or unsanitary.



6.

Seizure of dog; impoundment fees.

1.

No owner shall permit an unspayed female dog when in heat to be outside a building
or a fenced enclosure unless confined on a leash.

] TS l’= | | '
large in violation of this Local Law—Suchseizure shall be carried out in addition to

The dog control officer of the ntia shall seize any dog running at
the commencement of proceeding

Notice of the seizure of any identi
§117 of the Agriculture and Mar

Each dog seized in accordance with the provisions of this Local Law shall be
impounded for the period of time a ¢ manner prescribed by §117 of the
Agriculture and Markets Law

The owner of a seized dog shalf pay a fee to\the Town Clerk. The amount of such
fee shall be established frony tipfe to time by resolution of the Town Board. In
addition to the foregoing fees, the owner shall pay a fee, to be established by the
Town Board, for each day or part\thereof that the seized dog is boarded at facilities
owned or operated by the Town of Constantia. All of the foregoing fees shall be
paid in addition to any penalty imposed for a violation of this Local Law.

Where the Town of Constantig ¢ ts\with a third-party for boarding, sheltering,
and impound services, the own 1 ponsible for paying said third-party
contractor for the applicable_shelter/impound fees as well as any applicable
veterinary or vaccination expenses incurred by the third-party contractor during the
redemption period.

Licensing; rabies vaccination requijir :@

1.

Licensing of dogs.

a. The owner of any dog reaching the age of four months shall immediately
make application to the Tewn'Clerk
of the Agriculture and .
b. The application shall
number, and identificatie ]
and telephone numbey of the oWner.

c. The application shall by a fee, as set forth in Section 4F of
this Local Law, and a eIt Ce ate of rabies vaccination or statement
in lieu thereof, as required by Article 7 of the Agriculture and Markets Law.
An application for a spayed or neutered dog shall be accompanied by either
a certificate, executed by a licensed veterinarian, or an affidavit by the



owner, verifying that such dog has been spayed or neutered; a certificate or
affidavit shall not be required if the same is already on file with the Town
Clerk. In lieu thereof, a ay submit a statement, certified by a
licensed veterinarian, véri examination of the dog reveals that
spaylng or neuterm the life of the dog. In such a

no licensing fee shall be refunded,
efundable, or partially refundable, in
the event the dog is lost,-stolen, sold _given away, surrendered or deceased
before the expiration of the license

day of the month one year<rom the"date of issue unless the owner presents
a certificate of rabies inqtion for a duration longer than a one-year
period. In such cases, owqnern\may elect to have the license expire on the

exceed a three-year perlod Multiple-year hcenses shall be charged a fee for
each year of the licensete enewing early or late does not change the
renewal month.

Relocation/relicensing.

réntly licensed in another municipality
Town of Constantia, obtain a Town

a. The owner of any dog tha
must, upon harboring s

b. Any dog adopted or fed! Ln animal shelter must be licensed in
q icable fees and expenses shall be paid
to the animal shelter prigrta the dog being released from such shelter.

Vaccination. The Town Clerk reu1re the applicant to present a statement
certified by a licensed veterjnas showing that the dog has been vaccinated to
prevent rabies or, in lieu thexeof, a statement certified by a licensed veterinarian
stating that the administration of vaccine will endanger the life of the dog. The
Town Clerk shall make, or cause to be made from such statement, a record of such
information and shall file such record with a copy of the license.



F. License fees.

1

G. Identification of dogs.

1.

A fee schedule shall be established by resolution of the Town Board of the Town
of Constantia and is available ; of the Town Clerk. Such fee schedule
may thereafter be amended fforrtime to\time by resolution of the Town Board.
Fees shall be charged and colleqdted prior tq the issuance of a license.

An additional fee, established-and-amended ffom time to time by resolution of the
Town Board and on file wit k, shall be imposed when a dog is
identified as unlicensed duri enuineratioh period. Such additional fee shall be

the property of the Town of Clonstantia and shall be used to pay the expenses

in conducting an enumeratio
this Local Law.

In accordance with Article 7 oftheAgricQiltare and Markets Law, each applicant
for a dog license shall pay a surch which shall be remitted to the Department

' he animal population control fund. The
and amended from time to time by

dog§, detection dogs, and police work dogs

forth herein.

service dogs, war dogs, working sea
are not exempt from the surch

On or before the fifth day of cth the Town Clerk shall remit all license fees
to the Town Supervisor.

Each dog licensed pursuant tp thds Local Daw shall be assigned, at the time of first
licensing, a permanent officigl identification fumber which shall be featured on an
identification tag affixed to & collar on the dog at all times, provided that a dog

participating in a dog show sha pt from this requirement during such
participation.

The official identification nu nstitute the official identification of the
dog to which it is assigned, fe changes in ownership, and the number
shall not be reassigned to any|\other dog during the lifetime of the dog to which it is
assigned.

At the time a dog is first lic ns@xe identification tag shall be furnished to the
owner at no charge. Should an al of Constantia dog identification tag
be lost, a new tag will be issugd at a fee prescyibed by the Town Board of the Town
of Constantia.

No tag carrying an official identification number shall be affixed to the collar of
any dog other than the one to which that number is assigned.



5. The size, shape and form of imprints on identification tags shall be prescribed by
resolution of the Town Board of Town of Constantia. Any tag bearing an imprint
other than that prescribed shall n itute valid identification for purposes of
this Local Law.

6. Fees received pursuant to thi s b¢ remitted by the Town Clerk to the
Town Supervisor by the fifth day of eachmonith.

H. Change of ownership; lost or stole

1.

2.
stolen, the owner of record shé4
theft, notify the Town Clerk
owner of record of any such
the Agriculture and Markets

3. In the case of a dog’s death, the

L

ailure to so notify the Town Clerk shall
shall be held liable.

9 ¢ amount of which shall be established
and amended from time to time by resolution pf the Town Board and is on file with

be remitted by the Town Clerk to the Town Sypervisor on or before the fifth day of
each month.

Consistent with Section 4D(5), where\the Town of Constantia contracts with a
third-party for boarding, sh lt and impound services, the owner shall be
responsible for paying contractor for the applicable
shelter/impound fees as well as any applicable veterinary or vaccination expenses
incurred by the third-party contractor during the redemption period.




J. Enforcement; Penalties for offenses.

Any violation of this Local Law shall
by a maximum fine of $250.00, the minimum/6f which shalkbe a fine of $50.00 for the first offense,
$100.00 for the second offense, and $150.00 gt the thiry ok more offenses. This Local Law shall
be enforced by the Dog Control Officer of the Town of Constantia or by any police officer or peace
officer; said officers are hereby authorized fo issue and serve an appearance ticket with respect to

any violation thereof; said enforcement shall be undertaken upon a written complaint signed by
the person making the complaint and file

nse punishable, upon conviction thereof,

constitute a separate violation.

K. Dangerous Dogs.

Arficle 7 of the Agriculture and Markets
e.Town of Constantia Justice Court as to

Officer or law enforcement officer may procge
Law of the State of New York for a determina
the dangerous nature of the dog. If the Couy
Agriculture and Markets Law, the Court

SECTION S. SEVERABILITY

sectiQn,
adjudged by any court of competent jurisg i be invalid, such judgment shall not affect,
impair, or invalidate the remainder thereof] but shall be copfined in its operations to the clause,

sentence, paragraph, section, article, or part i y involved in the controversy in which
such judgment shall have been rendered.

If any clause, sentence, paragraph Qn, \article or part of this Local Law shall be
U

SECTION 6. EFFECTIVE DATE
This Local Law shall take effect upd th¢ Secretary of State.”

The question of the adoption of the foregoing resglytion was duly put to a vote and upon

roll call, the vote was as follows:

Thomas Moran Voted Yes/No
Michael Donegan Voted Yes/No
Cory Monroe Voted Yes/No
Daniel Pone Voted Yes/No
Ronald Chapman Voted Yes/No

The foregoing resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted.

DATED:  July 21, 2026
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